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Disclosure of Medical Error

“ Transparency in error builds trust, not liability.”

Common Mistakes
 Writing only “doctor should inform patient”

 No structure

 No example

How to score high
 Write structured points

 Use flowchart

 Add real-life example

 Use keywords (transparency, accountability)

Core Exam Takeaways

Definition = Ethical obligation to disclose error

4 Keywords: 

✓ Honesty 

✓ Timing 

✓ Apology

✓ Correction

Always add example

Flowchart = Extra marks

Medico-legal relevance → HIGH

Example

In an immunization session, a child receives an 

incorrect vaccine dose:

• Inform parents immediately

• Monitor for adverse effects

• Report under AEFI surveillance

• Take corrective action and counsel
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Error occurs

Recognition of 
error

Disclosure to 
patient

Corrective 
management

Apology and 
reassurance

Explain 
consequences
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